118

TO THE STUDENTS

you that I am an adorer of ancient institutions and it hurts me.
to think that a people in their rush for everything modern des-
pise all their ancient traditions and ignore them in their lives.
We of the East very often hastily consider that all that our
ancestors laid down for us was nothing but a bundle of supersti-
tions, but my own experience, extending now over a fairly long
period of the inestimable treasures of the East has led me to the
conclusion that, whilst there may be much that was supersti-
tious, there is infinitely more which is not only not supersti-
tious, but if we understand it correctly and reduce it to practice,
gives life and ennobles one. Let us not therefore be blinded by
the hypnotic dazzle of the West.
Again I wish to utter a word of caution against your believ-
ing that I am an indiscriminate despiser of everything that
comes from the West. There are many things which I have
myself assimilated from the West. There is a very great and
effective Sanskrit word for that particular faculty which en-
ables a man always to distinguish between what is desirable
and what is undesirable, what is right and what is wrong, that
word is known as viveka. Translated into English, the nearest
approach is discrimination. I do hope that you will incorporate
this word into Pali and Sinhalese.
There is one thing more which I would like to say in con-
nection with your syllabus. I had hoped that I should see some
mention made of handicrafts, and if you are not seriously teach-
ing the boys under your care some handicrafts, I would urge
you, if it is not too late, to introduce the necessary handicrafts
known to this island. Surely, all the boys who go out from this
institution will not expect or will not desire to be clerks or
employees of the Government. If they would add to the national
strength, they must learn with great skill all the indigenous
crafts, and as cultural training and as the symbol of identifica-
tion with the poorest among the poor, I know nothing so* en-
nobling as hand spinning. Simple as it is, it is easily learnt.
When you combine with hand spinning the idea that you are
learning it not for your own individual self, but for the poorest
among the nation, it becomes an ennobling sacrament. There
must be added to this sacrament some occupation, some handi-
craft which a boy may consider will enable him to earn his
living in afterlife.